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In the event a meeting is cancelled due to 
inclement weather, we will post a message 
on the website www.walworthcgs.com or call 
414-217-4900.  

 
2016 Meetings, Events 

 

November 1 st  6:30 pm -  Meeting at the 

Mary Bray Room at Matheson Memorial Library 

in Elkhorn.  The nominating committee will let 

members know what the slate will be for the 

election in December.        

The program will be the library committee 

showing us what they have done, what we have 

to offer researchers, and their plans for the fu-

ture of our library room.   

December 6 th  5:30 pm -  Christmas Pot 

Luck, elections for President and Treasurer, Take 

away Bingo.  Bring a dish to pass. 

 

Please consider making a donation to the local food bank, or to the Lakeland Animal Shelter.  If you bring 
your donation to the meeting, one of our members will make sure the donation gets delivered. 

Notice! 
 

New Library Hours  

 
In an effort to be available to folks with full time 

jobs, our Genealogy Library will have extended 

hours the third  Tuesday of each month .  The new 

hours for the third  Tuesday will be 10:00 am until 

7:00 pm. 

2016 Dues are due!  If you havenõt paid your dues and are not a Lifetime Member, 
please send in your payment as soon as possible . 
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Our November meeting is being held in the Mary Bray Room at the Matheson Memo-

rial Library.  We recently installed a booster for the Wi-Fi signal to reach the entire area, 

so bring your laptops and/or tablets.   

 

Come to the meeting and discover the large collection our library hasé local Walworth 

county information and history, the cemetery books we have published, information for 

every county in Wisconsin, Family Histories, surname books, plat maps for several 

years, data from every state in the United States, and information from several countries 

as well. 

 

You will be able to make suggestions of what library information might be helpful to 

your research and we are sure the library committee will let us know what they need to 

make it even better. 

 

 

 

See you all at 6:30 on November 1st in Elkhorn! 
 

 

 

To contact any of the members:   

    Diana Bird - 815-943-3690  - leave a message if no answer 

    Judy Rockwell - jjrockwell@gmail.com 

    Marilyn Traver - msearchin@hotmail.com 

 

They will be delighted to hear from you! 

 
 

 

WCGS Library Page 

       Diana Bird       Marilyn Traver    Judy Rockwell 

******** Library Committee ********  
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From the Presidentõs Desk 

Mike Hay & Chris Brookes- WCGS Co-Presidents 

Mikeôs Message: 
 

Looks like Fall! 

Weôve begun to notice that the leaves are beginning to turn already; looks like óFall Coloramaô is not 

too far off.  With low temperatures dipping into the 30ôs at night, maybe itôs a result of the election heat 

which seems to be rampant. I can remember the ñIkeò and ñStevensonò cigarettes on sale and who can 

forget shaking hands with Bill Proxmire, who seemed to be drawn to any gathering of two or more peo-

ple!  It was, however, nice not to be bothered by incessant phone calls asking leading questions about 

candidates who think they should take charge of your life for the next term. 

 

The fall election time also affects our group so, if you have any candidates you would like to recom-

mend to operate WCGS, please contact Karen Weston or her Nominating Committee members. This 

year the President and Treasurer positions are up for election.  Normally, Board members would also be 

on the docket, but as a result of last yearôs election, the board has decided to postpone selection of the 

two positions until next year.  It has been my honor to serve the group for the last four years, and I am 

looking forward to working with my successor in the future.   

 

Our meeting on October 4, (birth date of Both of my parents!) featured Matt Rutherford from the New-

berry in Chicago.  This library has been in existence since 1887, and has a renowned genealogy collec-

tion.  I know that I wish my ancestors had saved memorabilia for that length of time, it would have 

made research a whole lot easier! 

 

Our November 1st meeting will be held in the Mary Bray Room at the Matheson Memorial Library in 

Elkhorn.  This will be a great chance for our members that donôt get into Elkhorn often to see what we 

have available. 

 

Chrisôs Co-Comments: 
 

Congratulations to the Kenosha County Genealogy Society for successfully hosting the Tri-County 

Family History Fair! Madrigrano Hall was a great location for the variety of exhibitors, speakers, and 

display of raffle prizes. Several of our members came home with heavier bags than they started with. 

Lots of planning and hard work went into making this day informative and fun. 

 

Fun and information was available at the WCGS meeting on October 4 with our special guest speaker 

Matt Rutherford from the Newberry Library in Chicago. Thanks, Mary Quinn, for arranging his visit. 

Thanks also to everyone who distributed posters around Walworth County; we had a large turnout for 

this program. It was great to see so many people at the meeting! 
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Great Chicago Fire Survivors: The Rumseys 
 

By Christine Brookes 

From Sunday, October 8 to Tuesday, October 10, 1871 the 

Great Chicago Fire raged. Surprisingly, out of the popula-

tion of 334,270, only about 300 people perished. Many fled 

to Lake Michigan on the east or to the prairie on the west, 

but some fortunate families were able to get to the North 

Western Station at the corner of Canal and Kinzie Streets, 

and take a train north to safety in the Village of Geneva in 

Wisconsin. 

 

One of those families was the Rumseys.  Julian Sidney 

Rumsey and Martha Turner Rumsey had 11 children, 10 

surviving into adulthood. Two of the girls, Ada and Eliza, 

published memoirs of their experiences at the time of the 

Fire. Ada was almost 14 at the time, and Eliza was six. 

Adaôs memoir was prepared in 1924, and Elizaôs Recollec-

tions of a Pioneerôs Daughter was published in 1936. 

 

The summer of 1871 had been extremely hot. A hot, dry 

wind continuously blew from the southwest, and barely an 

inch of rain had fallen. Chicago was a wooden city ï 

wooden sidewalks, wooden houses, wood stoves for cook-

ing and heating ï always susceptible to fire. On Saturday 

night, a factory boiler had blown up and burned down the 

entire building. 

 

Ada reported: ñOn October 9th, 1871, the family was dis-

tributed as follows: George was at Williams College in 

Massachusetts; Juliette was at Vassar College in Pough-

keepsie, New York; and Julian and Turner were at Racine 

College or School in Wisconsin. The rest were at homeé 

The four younger children were in bed, Lida and I in one 

room, and Dora and Emily in another. The rest of the fam-

ily was in the library with neighbors who were watching 

the fire with them from the windows.ò 

 

Sunday night Julian Rumsey went to check his office. Sud-

denly the Court House bell began to toll. Mrs. Rumsey in-

structed the children to dress in several layers of clothing 

over their night clothes. She packed the family silver and 

the insurance policies in clothes baskets and hampers. As 

the fire swept closer, a crash like a cannon shot was heard. 

The Court House bell had fallen to the ground. Later chil-

dren salvaged pieces of the bell, renamed them ñcinders,ò 

and sold them for good luck charms. Much of the bell was 

recovered and many tiny bells were made and sold as sou-

venirs. 

By this time houses were burning around them, and their 

own front porch was on fire. Mr. Rumsey arrived home 

from his office with a tin box of papers. Just then things 

went out of control. The family was separated. The three 

little ones went with neighbors, but along the way they left 

Dora at her uncleôs house. More relatives arrived, and 

someone took Dora along with them to the street car barn 

to try to escape the fire. Mr. Rumsey went all along a line 

of street cars, peering in the windows, until he found Dora. 

Finally they were all together again. They hired an express 

wagon to take them to the train station. 

 

The depot had burned so the family walked along the 

tracks to find a train going to Geneva. There they said good

-bye to Mr. Rumsey who had decided to stay in the city. 

On arriving at Geneva, the Rumseys went to Mrs. Tamlin's 

house, the present public library, where they had spent the 

previous summer with the Sturgeses. Over the next three 

years they rented houses in Geneva, IL and Chicago, and 

built Shadow Hill on Geneva Lake. 

 

Finally in 1874, the Rumseyôs Chicago house was rebuilt at 

313 Huron at Cass (now known as Wabash), According to 

Ada, ñAmong other things found in the ruins of our house 

was Father's watch. While preparing for bed before he 

knew of the fire, he had put the watch under his pillow and 

had then forgotten it. When found, the hands were melted 

into the face at the hour when the heat became too intense 

for the works to run any longer. This was at 1:15 A. M.ò 

 

Ada Rumsey married Treat Campbell. Eliza (called Lida) 

Rumsey became the first woman to win a prize racing a 

catboat (one of the small, one-masted sailboats). Oldest 

daughter Amelia (Meme) married Sam Wheeler (of the 

Wheeler & Wilson Sewing machine family), but unfortu-

nately died soon after giving birth to her first child. After a 

period of mourning, Sam married Dora, a common practice 

in those days. Mr. Julian Rumsey died in 1886. Martha 

came home to Lake Geneva after the death of her husband 

Nathan Skinner.  

 

After Mr. Rumsey death in 1886, Sam Wheeler and Dora 

bought Shadow Hill. Mrs. Rumsey and daughters Martha, 

Emily, and Eliza lived at Willow Landing, a house at the 

edge of the village on Campbell Street. Mrs. Martha Rum-

sey died in 1904. 
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Annual Dinner 
Our annual dinner at Covenant Harbor was enjoyed by 24 members and guests.  After the dinner Chris 

Brookes put on ñWCGS - The Year in Reviewò.  Some members that havenôt attended many meetings were 

heard to say, ñGee, I should come to more meetings.  I missed a lot.ò  Great job, Chris! 

 

Marra Andreas, Pat Blackmer, and Dan Richardson 
Chris Brookes (goofing around), Chad Robinson (Adult ser-

vices director at the Matheson Memorial Library), and Jenni-

fer Coon.   

Kay Drexler, Karen Memory, and a guest. Diana Bird and Karen Helwig 

Marjorie Friestad, Nancy Lehman, and Kay Sargent Al Gruling, Loretta Nussbaum, and Jim Friestad 


