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Guest Speakers for 2011

December6th, 6:00 PM: Christmas Potluck and Bingo. Bring a dish to pass and a wrapped

gift. AChristmas in Italy. o By Joseph

Guest Speakers for 2012

January 2012NO MEETING

February 7, 2012, 1 PM: Show and Share some object or story concerning your fam
genealogy
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PRESIDENT POWER

The beginning of 2011 kicked off a nationwide celebration of the 150 anniversary of
the Civil War. Just about every society or organization is having some sort of program
to do their part. | recently attended a program where there were two gentlemen
representing their ancestors that had fought in the war. This program had an
interesting spin on it - one fellow represented the Gray and the other was the Blue. It
made for a good display from both sides of the war.

Hereb6s some Civil War trivia for you t

-- According to the U.S. Census population for 1860 was 31,443,321 persons. Of
these approximately 23,000,000 were in the 22 Northern states and 9,000,000 in the
11 Southern states. Of the latter total, 3,500,000 were slaves and 186,000 blacks,
most slaves, served in the Union Army. About 68,000 died.

-- At the start of the war, farming was the most common occupation in either the
North or the South.

-- 1% of the civil war soldiers were regular army, 9% were draftees, and 90% were
volunteers.

-- Of the 364,000 of the Union side who lost their lives, a third were killed or died of
wounds and two-thirds died of disease. 18% of Southern white men died in the war.
-- The diseases most prevalent were dysentery, typhoid fever, malaria, pneumonia,
arthritis, and the acute diseases of childhood, such as mumps, measles and
malnutrition. There was no penicillin so many soldiers died from infection which could
not be cured.

-- The average soldier weighed 145 pounds. This low weight was caused by poor diet,
long marches and tough living.

-- By the end of the war, one -fourth of the draft age men of the south were dead.

Here are several websites that can be searched for free with civil war era collections.

The University of Mississippi has archives that include letters, diaries, wartime
correspondence and field dispatches. Attp.//clio.lib.olemiss.edu/archives/civil_war.php

Virginia Tech has a website for Civil War newspapers. Currently, the Daily Telegraph
(1860-1865) from Macon, GA is the only one, but VA Tech is hoping to expand with
other newspapers. Attp.//www.civilwar.vt.edu

Anot her site from Virginia is AWalk 1In
you feed in information and can plot the paths of your ancestors fighting in the war
htto://www.virginiacivilwar. org/footsteps _main.php
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Public libraries have existed since around 288 B.C. The earliest known public library
is the Great Library of Alexandria or the Royal Library of Alexandria in Egypt. This
ancient library served as a great resource center for scholars as well as the general
public. It had about 700,000 scrolls which translated to more than 100,000 printed
books.

The largest library in the world goes to the U.S. Library of Congress with nearly 20
million books. It was established in 1800 and was burned to the ground in 1814 by
the British during the war. Rebuilding began immediately with the help of President
Thomas Jefferson who sold his personal library to Congress to help replace the books
destroyed.

The first genealogy library was started in 1845 with the forming of the New England
Historical Genealogical Society in the United States. As of today, they have more than
2 million items that span over four centuries in their collections. A membership to their
organization will allow access to quite a few of these items through their website now
called American Ancestors.

The next largest genealogical library would be the Family History Center in Salt Lake
city, Utah. It was formed in 1894 by the members of The Church of Jesus Christ Latter
-day Saints or more commonly known as the LDS Church. In 2009 there were over
4500 FHC (family history center) in 88 countries around the world. The collection
includes thousands of books, over 2.5 million rolls of microfilm and 742,000 cards of
microfiche for genealogical research. Most of these records are on people who lived
before 1930 and from 110 different countries.

Our Wal worth County Geneal ogical Libra
are over 1300 books and 100 CD/ DVDO6s fo
file of at least 300 family names and 180 family histories. Not to mention numerous
magazines and newsletters from other genealogical organizations.

Contrary to popular opinion | do not believe our libraries will disappear into the
technological world. Stop in to visit a library today and see what it can offer you.
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There are 2 microfilm machines in the back

9ith one having printing abilities
O O u n GW e microfilms are locked up and
f

onSistof Mederal Census, County census and

by Marilyn Traver the different newspapers from Lake Geneva
starting in 1855. You have to ask for what yqg
When researching in your public library do youneed. There is also a magnifying machine fqg
really know every source they carry to help thethe visually impaired.
geneal ogi st and historian? Dondét be afrai
them know exactly what you are expecting toOn the bookshelves nearby are the history
find. The librarians/historians really like to help books on the county and state.

people in their search and may have some suifhere are also some books on the Revolutign-

prises for you. ary and Civil Wars. History of 6th Cavalry
Regiment and Wisconsin Heritage are only &

Lake Geneva Public Library couple of the books there.

918 W. Main Street
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Lake Geneva WI 53147 Along the walllat the entrance of the room is|a

phone: 2622495299 }‘lleacgbénit WhICh holds some old County At;

fax; 2622495284 . 1873,1907,1891,1921,1930, 1966 Revised,

: gene@lakegeneva.lib.wi.us 1979 and 1982

Library Website: http:// _

www.lakegeneva.lib.wi.us Acrgss from_ the reference desk is a locked glass
cabinet of history books of the area as well as
history of Walworth County. You are welcorne

Monday 9am. - 8p.m. to look at them, just ask the reference desk.

Tuesday 9am. - 8p.m. There are a couple of shelves of year books|of

Wednesday 9am. - 8p.m. Badger High School back to 1952, older schpol

Thursday ~ 9am. - 8p.m. year books of 1908 and the North Western

Friday 9am. - 6p.m. Military Academy Annual Book of 1945. Sonme

Saturday ~ 9am. - lpm. other books are: Wisconsin in 3 Centuries, Ros-

Sunday Closed ter Wisconsin Volunteef8 volumes. This

o ) . bookcase is from the ceiling to the floor full qf

This library is on Hwy 50 on the west side of  ihformation of the area and Wisconsin.

town. There is no private parking area and the o

main streets are lined with parking meters. The computer area has 7 computers with inter-
net access and has access to Heritage Quest

There are a lot of genealogy sources here and With your library card and you can get printolits

worth the trip. from thecomputers.

They have copy machines, reference area, com-
puter area, history area, and microfilm room.
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AROUND THE COUNTY TIDBITS
by Shirley Sisk

This first item is continued from the last issue, with
notes from March and April of 1898. It was a
newspaper clipping found in my grandma's di-
ary. Happenings in and about Delavan.

Mar. 1 - Farmers' institute opened by Mayor Wil-
iams.

Mar. 2 - Death of Mrs. John Powers.

Mar. 13- Death of Mrs. G. Ed Leech. Death of Mrs.
Chas. Rideout. Death of Mrs. Geo. Sturtevant.
M
M

ar. 14- Death of Geo. Farrar, of East Delavan.
ar. 16, 17 - Comus Club minstrels.

Apr. 5 - A. H. Allyn elected mayor of the city.
Apr. 9 - Bartram House, owned by C. W. Bartram,

changed to Hotel Delavan. Delavan Enterprise,
owned by G. D. Harrington, sold to F. M. Stevens,
of Columbus, Wis. H. G. Hollister completes 24
years' faithful service as chairman of the town

liam

Apr. 15 16, 17 - District meeting of the Southern
Wisconsin Christian Endeavor association at the
Congregational church in Delavan with 125 dele-
gates in attendance.

April 18- Death of Lemuel Downs. Reception and
dance glven by A. K. Q. K. P. club

her infant son, was driving home from town, her
horse became frightened at an automobile and ran
away. They ran into a telephone pole breaking the
hiffletree and upsetting the buggy throwing Mrs.
right and baby to the ground. Fortunately they
were not seriously hurt beyond receiving a severe
shaking up.-------- Over sixty families in Darien and
vicinity have been thrown into consternation the
ast week because they could not get Big Jo

our. A delay at the mill was the cause, but G. W.
enner says it will surely arrive this week and hun-
reds will be happier.-------- You can't induce Big Jo
sers to be satisfied with any other flour. A carload
nly lasts a very short time.------ Mrs. Eugene
laherty was quite ill last week with an attack of
crofula and erysipelas. (from the Delavan Republi-
an, July 3, 1902)
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sold to J. B. Delany for $36,000 and name of house

board of supervisors and is succeeded by T. F. Wil-

Darien - Tuesday morning as Mrs. Fred Wright with
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Sharon - Died, on Sunday, Dec. 28, 1879. Mrs.
Sarah P. Angel at Sharon, Wis. who had been sick
a long time of disease of the heart, passed from
pain and suffering to her reward in the country
where the inhabitants will never say "We are
sick". Sarah Peck was born in Glennville,
Schenectady Co. N. Y., Feb. 29th, 1802. She
came west some years since and was married to
Mr. Pardon Angle, who died in April last. She was
a member of the Baptist church. (from the Sharon
Reporter, Thursday, Jan. 1, 1880)

Millard - Miss Frankie Fountaine, of Tibbets, is en-
gaged to teach the Millard school for the coming
year.------- Howard Webb is doing carpenter work on
Heart Prairie.------ Howard Webb's horse took first
money in the running race at the field day exer-
cises.-------- Mrs. Allie Count visited Mrs. Minnie
Hulce, in Richmond, last week Wednesday. (from
the Delavan Republican, August 30, 1900)

Walworth - Among those who attended the State
Fair Thursday were: Leonard and Wells Church,
Chas. Kirk, John O'Connor and Clyde Holston.------
--Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Crandall are the proud par-
ents of a nine pound boy. Lyle Rodman has been
selected as his name.-------- Wm. Voss, a late resi-
dent of this village, died at his home in Linn, Satur-
day, from a cancer of the stomach. His funeral,
Monday, at the German church was largely at-
tended. (from the Enterprise, Delavan, Wis. Sept.
26, 1895)

Whitewater - Mrs. Dr. Clarke has been called to
Appleton by the sickness and death of her sister,
the wife of Rev. Mr. Sampson------- Oscar Smith had
the ball of his left thumb taken off clear to the bone
by a buzz saw at the wagon factory, this morning.--
------ Died, at the residence of her son, A. Wadleigh,
Esq., in cold Spring, on Sunday the 21st, of paraly-
sis, Mrs. Hannah Wadleigh, in the seventy-second
year of her age. (taken from the Sharon Reporter,
Oct. 2, 1879 and condensed from the Register,
Sept. 25, 1879)
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Our research experiend

family was made easier when we discovered that that he had taught her son, Tino. We explained

relative on her grandn
and a relative on her
lished as well.

Mart hads grandfather
ancestor, Ma r tgtaradfatber, w/as \
named Jan Dyckman. We learned that a book e
isted titled Jan Dyckman of Harlem and His De-
scendants. Now the only problem was that the
book was not available anywhere we looked. THh
were only 1000 copies printed and the book is n
longer in print.

We vVvisited wicaousin, Mye, tinh &
Peekskill, New York and asked her if she happer

to have a copy of the book. Joyce did not have & His Descendants, in the mail. In the book we fg

copy of the book, but told us that the Montrose,
New York Library did have a copy. We all
climbed into Joyceds
library.

g

There in the library we saw this book for the first
ti me. We opened it udg
mother and grandfather and uncles and aunts lig
( Oops! Mart haodobmdt hH g
another story.) We decided to check with the li-
brary and see if they might have an extra copy th
would be willing to sell, or if they knew someone
who might have a copy to sell.

Mike asked the librarian and she thought that he
husband might have an extra copy of the book.

remembered that he had a copy of his own and thhbw amazing that was since we live so far away.

his aunt who had just passed away had left him
copy of the book in her will. He was a history
teacher and was tutoring a student in one of the
rooms off the library. She would ask him to com

and talk to us. Oh, and his name is Jan Dyckmancan have errors. We still have to verify the infor]

We coul dnét help our se
When Jan Dyckman, the history teacher, walked
to us and introduced himself, Mike turned to him
and said, AYou | ook ©pr

years ol d. o and shook

eur seNewsyonanhdf Mar Mhn
nwe wodd likedo parchase hisvaddigiona copy wfl

want to sell it, but he would be willing to loan it t
us for as long as we need it. Of course, he did |
/ have itavithiyn de wes he sarentioat hie woaild &
abite toHind gt.r Véeaexchanged email addresses,
xthanked him, and went on our way.

After we got home, we emailed Jan Dyckman al
ereminded him about our wanting to borrow the
D book. He emailed us back that he was sending
book via parcel post and that we could keep it &
long as we needed it.
6s half
nalfe received the book, Jan Dyckman of Harlem

ahandwr i tten story by J
went through the entire book, reading, and addi

Dyckmands aunt we tvy
ished about nine months after we received the
book, so we decided to take the book back pers
allg when we thek ouwd vashton sinteaw@ svoulgl
tdzhck in the Peekskill area.

nratwassnot | isted

Jan Dyckman was not at home when we returng
etyhe book, but his wife was. She explained his re
sons for not wanting to sell the book to us. He |
two daughters and wanted to be able to give ea
them a copy of the book. That statement made
r very humble and we commented on how he en-
Strested us with the book after just meeting us an

né¢ler reply was AYoudre
Having books written

e research a little easier, but even published book

hatiensas musheas pssigle buetlde.books have
given us a fantastic start.

up

We had some other experiences in New York th
wedlyl gbet!| faboat moatt
his hand. We al | i nt

gthaenddanhh®yokmandebbat.
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Family History Faird 2011

" 'u-. ir-

Our display was right by the entrance. The cemetery and index books were perused by several individuals.
One lady was asked by a friend to look up a name, but all she could remember was that the name ended wit
iy o. We gave her a brochure and suggested that

Brian Barrett had a pretty good turnout for his talk on Researching a Soldier in the Revolutionary War. Durin
his program, the vendors and other browsers were politely quiet and respectful.

65



