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In the event a meeting is cancelled due to 
inclement weather, we will post a message 
on the website www.walworthcgs.com or call 
414-217-4900.  
 
 
 
 

2016 Meetings, Events 
 

January 5th -  NO MEETING  

February 2nd -  1:30 pm -  Show and Share - Come 

and meet your fellow members and bring something 

interesting to show or a story to share or just your 

companionship. 

March 1st -  1:30 pm -  
Family memories in minia-
ture  Jacque Kroner has 

incorporated genealogy 

into her hobby of building 

miniature rooms.  

April 5th -  6:30 pm -   
òGetting the most out of Internet Archiveó 

Please consider making a donation to the local food bank, or to the Lakeland Animal Shelter.  If you bring 
your donation to the meeting, one of our members will make sure the donation gets delivered. 

Notice! 
 

New Library Hours  

 
In an effort to be available to folks with full time 

jobs, our Genealogy Library will have extended 

hours the third  Tuesday of each month .  The new 

hours for the third  Tuesday will be 10:00 am until 

7:00 pm. 

2016 Dues are due!  If you havenõt paid your dues and are not a Lifetime Member, 
please send in your payment as soon as possible . 
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Deb Ketchum, Librarian 

Last year WCGS lost member Peggy Gleich. This week, several boxes of her genealogical files were 

brought to the library. Peggy had been researching her family for years and along the way helped others. 

At one point in time she ran a Writers Group that met at the library. So her files are mostly personal fam-

ily research and information on writing. There were quite a few books that WCGS did not have. I have 

now added them to our shelves. Hereôs a list of our new additions: 

 

Stories In Stone by Douglas Keister - a field guide to cemetery symbolism & iconography 

 

Unlocking Your Genetic History by Thomas Shawker - discovering the familyôs medical & genetic heri-

tage 

 

Genetic Connections by Danette Nelson-Anderson - guide to documenting family health history 

 

The Phillimore Atlas & index of Parish Registers, 3rd edition by Cecil Humphrey-Smith - parish registers 

for England, Wales & Scotland 

 

Finding Your Chicago Ancestors by Grace DuMelle - beginnerôs guide for family history research in Chi-

cago & Cook County, Illinois 

 

Milwaukee Genealogical Societyôs Itôs A Small World & Membership Pedigree Charts for 1935-2010 

Images of America book for: Delavan, Wisconsin; Lake Lawn in Delavan, WI & Swiss Colony in Mon-

roe, WI 

 

 

The following books relate to writing, whether collecting stories & interviews, timeline history, using 

your research or organizing into final form: 

 

The Complete Idiotôs Guide to Writing Your Family History by Lynda Stephenson 

 

Researching & Writing History by David Dymond 

 

The Writerôs Guide to Everyday Life in Colonial America 1607-1783 by Dale Taylor 

 

The Writerôs Digest Flip Dictionary by Barbara Kipner 

 

To Our Childrenôs Children by Bob Greene & D.G. Fulford 

 

Writing the Family Narrative Workbook by Lawrence Gouldrup 
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From the Presidentõs Desk 

Mike Hay & Chris Brookes- WCGS Co-Presidents 

Mikeôs Message: 
 

New beginnings! 

We begin our new year with the hope that our society will grow and prosper as it has been doing since its 

inception in 1988.  The passing of Peggy Gleich last summer resulted in her bequest of the results of her re-

search over the many years arriving at our library on January 12.  WCGS also received cash contribution 

from her service and other donations, which will be utilized to further our endeavors.  Thank you Peggy!  

Our new Board of Directors met in December to plan for the activities and actions for 2016, and it was de-

cided that, at long last, we replace our second computer with another computer purchase from Tech-

Soup.com.  So we now have two computers with faster processors which should carry us on for years.   

The new Board now consists of: Co-Presidents, Chris Brookes and I; Vice-President, Karen Weston; Co-

Treasurers, Martha Hay and Deb Ketchum; Directors, Diana Bird (our former librarian), Judy Rockwell 

(Vice-President of Burlington Genealogical Society, Karen Helwig (longtime member), and Dolores Schutt 

(who joined our Society last year and wants to contribute her efforts to help our group).  We currently do not 

have a Secretary so there is one vacant position on the board.  Any takers?  Contact us! 

As always, we strive to attract new members who will bring a breath of fresh air and new ideas to help us 

grow in knowledge and friendship. 

 

 

Chrisôs Co-Comments: 

 
As the calendar turns over to 2016, I am looking forward to continuing the work of WCGS with Mike Hay, 

Martha Hay, Deb Ketchum, and Karen Weston., and working with our new Board members Diana Bird, 

Judy Rockwell, Dolores Schutt and Karen Helwig. Several interesting program speakers and topics have al-

ready been suggested and we are working to get them scheduled. Remember we start the year with Febru-

aryôs Show and Share ï a great time to display some of your findings and get acquainted with other mem-

bers and their interests and findings. The March  meeting features a speaker who has incorporated genealogy 

into her hobby of building miniature rooms. Come and meet Jacque Kroner and see her special displays. 

Both the February and March meetings are at 1:30 PM for winter daylight driving ease. 

 

Look forward to our May Bring a Friend meeting when attorney Ted Johnson returns to discuss estate plan-

ning and probate. Our membership is over 90 now; letôs try to bring it to 100 in May. Matt Rutherford, Cura-

tor of Genealogy and Local History at the Newberry Library will be with us in June, and more special guests 

will be announced soon. You donôt want to miss a thing in 2016! 
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The Hayloft 
 

By Christine Brookes 

An enquiry came in to the wcgscontact inbox about 

the Hayloft Lodge, a condominium complex on South 

Lake Shore Drive a few miles west of Lake Geneva. 

Perhaps you went there for lunch in the 70s or 80s 

when it was known as the Hayloft restaurant and gift 

shop. But did you know that it was originally the cat-

tle barn of the Loramoor Estate built in 1900 by JH 

Moore? 

 

According to the book-

let Loramoor, A history 

of an estate on Geneva 

Lake Wisconsin by Paul 

Reczek OFM, Mr. 

James Hobart Moore 

was ñrather short and 

stout, but had a genial 

smile and a pleasing 

personality.ò He was 

born at Berkshire, Tioga 

County, NY, June 14, 

1852, educated in local 

schools, and graduated 

from the Cortland Acad-

emy in Homer, NY. He 

began a career in bank-

ing at age 19, eventually moving to Chicago to take 

advantage of opportunities to be found in the ñWest.ò 

 

In 1878, Moore began to study law, passing the bar in 

1881, and forming a law partnership with his brother 

William H. Moore. As a corporate lawyer and finan-

cier, he promoted the Diamond Match Co, National 

Biscuit Co (now Nabisco), and the American Tin 

Plate Company which became US Steel. Moore made 

an enormous fortune on Wall Street. 

 

JH Moore married Lora Josephine Small in 1883. She 

was the daughter of Edward A. Small, Mooreôs law 

mentor in Chicago. They had one son, Nathaniel, 

named for his paternal grandfather Nathaniel F. 

Moore, a prominent merchant and banker in New 

York. 

 

 

When many of Chicagoôs elite were purchasing prop-

erty on Geneva Lake, Moore bought 31.8 acres for 

$2,700 in 1899. He continued to acquire land up to at 

least 133 (some sources say as many as 400) acres 

and 1100 feet of shoreline. The Lake Geneva Herald 

reported ñthe Mooreôs palace will eclipse Mr. Otto 

Youngôs just built [Stone Manor].ò The estate had a 

light and power plant on the grounds, over 30 out 

buildings, including a 200 foot long horse stable for 

his Kentucky thoroughbred horses. 

 

The estate was named for 

his wife Lora Moore. The 

booklet author speculated 

on the reasons for build-

ing such a lavish country 

manor - perhaps ñhis love 

and devotion to his wife, 

after whom the estate was 

named, caused him to 

spare no expense to 

shower her in every type 

of comfort and luxury 

available at the time.ò 

 

JH Moore died of a heart attack in 1916 after several 

years of ill health. He was 64 years old. He is buried 

in the family mausoleum at Oak Hill Cemetery, Lake 

Geneva. His son preceded him in death in 1910 at age 

26. His wife Lora married Harry French Knight in 

1922 but separated from him as soon as she discov-

ered he only married her for her money. She died of a 

blood clot in 1945 at age 81 and is buried in the Oak 

Hill mausoleum as well. 

 
(continued on Page 5) 
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The Hayloft 
 

(continued from page 4) 

 

The estate was purchased by Frederick D. Countiss, a 

stockbroker from Chicago, who renamed the house 

Downer Hall. Later the manor house served as the 

clubhouse for the Kishiwaukeetoe Country Club; a 

few owners later, Loramoor was purchased by the 

Franciscan Friars for a religious training center called 

Queen of Peace Friary. Sometime in the 1950s the 

barn was repurposed into the gourmet restaurant and 

gift shop called the Hayloft. The main house was 

razed in 1984. The old barn was converted into the 

condominium complex called the Hayloft Lodge. 

 

**Information comes from Loramoor booklet, Mean-

dering Around Walworth County, Vol II by Ginny 

Hall, and vertical files on Loramoor in the reference 

department of the Lake Geneva Public Library. 

 

 

 

  

                  Great  

               Food! 

Program Re- Cap -  Christmas 2015 

Our Christmas Pot Luck and Bingo was great fun.  We had a visit from Santaôs sister, Aunt Ivy Claus, who 

told us the origins of many of our Christmas traditions.  Deb Ketchum awarded prizes for the best ñUgly 

Christmas Sweaterò and we played ñTake-awayò Bingo. 

             Aunt Ivy shows Shirley Sisk a piece    from 

her collection 

Listening to Aunt Ivyôs stories. 

Aunt Ivy relates a story.  

Tablecloths on every table except the one with the 

gifts for Bingo. 


