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Guest Speakers/Programs for 2015
Tuesday, January 6th: NO MEETING - HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!
Tuesday, February 3rd: 1:30 pm - Show and Share
Tuesday, March 3rd: 1:30 pm - The Salem Witch Trials - Beth Vold presents "My Ancestor
Mary Bliss Parsons, accused witch, 1675" and Sylvia Linton whose ancestor, Reverend
George Burroughs, a Puritan minister was hanged for being a witch on August 19, 1692.
Tuesday, April 7th: 6:30 pm - To be announced

Please consider a donation for either the local food pantry or Lakeland
Animal Shelter
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From the President’s Desk
Mike Hay & Chris Brookes- WCGS Co-Presidents

Mike’s message:
Happy New Year!
This is my first President’s Desk message since the election in December, and my first message posted as
your Co-President. Chris Brookes and I will be working together to better serve you for the next couple
of years, and I foresee great things as a result. We will be starting off our year with our annual Show and
Share and we would like you all to attend and tell us about your latest discoveries, trials and tribulations.
If you are unable to attend, but have something to share, send an email to wcgscontact@gmail.com and
we will read it at our gathering. In that way, you can also participate in the meeting. This society was
instituted so that people could work together toward the final goal of researching their families. Sharing
information is the way we can do it. (See the survey on page 10.)
We have purchased a new computer for our society’s use in the Mary Bray Room at Matheson Memorial
Library. The old computer had seen better days (just like many of us!). We purchased the new one
through an organization that supplies such items to libraries and non-profit societies, such as ours, who
meet the requirements. As a result, our equipment fund is running at a deficit. Any contributions to the
Equipment Fund will help the society. We recently received a donation from one of our members which
is greatly appreciated, and will help us to alleviate the deficit and continue to aid the society.
We will be presenting a workshop at our library room on Tuesday, March 31, during our regular library
hours (10:00 am to 3:00 pm). We would like any members who can come and spend some time assisting
in the workshop helping visitors with their family search. It is not necessary to be present the entire time.
If you can give an hour or two, it would be super. As I previously mentioned, Matheson now offers Ancestry on their own system so we will have access to several computers and will be able to offer guidance
to potential new members.
Chris’s Co-Comments:
I hope 2015 is off to a good start for you. I am looking forward to working with Mike Hay and the
WCGS Board as we move into our 27th year. We have already started planning programs we hope will be
of interest to you and will attract new members. If you have an idea for a speaker or a topic you would
like to explore, please let us know, and consider bringing a friend to our meetings to share the wealth of
our society. Have you ever mentioned you are a member of WCGS only to find the other person never
heard of us? Let’s work together to change that. We have a lot to offer and a new year is an opportunity
for growth for ourselves and our society.
Onward and upward!

Walworth County Genealogical Society

2

January - February 2015 Newsletter

Deb Ketchum, Librarian

Over the holidays I received a hardbound family history book from Kathryn Marti Green to be added to our collection.
Generally when a book arrives I briefly look through it and put it into the system. Over the last year there’s been quite a
bit of interest for making your own family history book. I was taken with this book and actually read the entire thing. For
anyone looking to have a book made you may want to check this one out.
Our Family History is a simple, easy to read, easy flowing book of 108 pages on the family history of the Foote and
Marti families. It has all the elements of a good book. There is an introduction with a brief outline of what you will find in
the book. The families are divided into three sections with a fourth section of pedigree charts, followed by an appendix
(a great place to put items you want to include, but don’t quite fit in a specific place within the book). Closing the book
down is a great Source section and an Acknowledgment page.
The beginning starts with the family migrating from England to America. First arriving on the east coast and eventually making it to the west coast in California. It gives the history of people, farms, towns and businesses throughout
their lives. There is, of course pictures of the same. I like the way the author used different fonts to offset the difference
between letters of the relatives, obits and other personal correspondence from the history lines. She also uses lineage
charts to tie the generations together for a better feel of the relations between people. The addition of some genealogical tidbits such as the Naming Pattern helps understand the who’s who when all the men seem to have the same
name.
Every so often there’s a reference to a previous section which helps to keep the connection as you read to a later
relative. The author used the information she had collected to put the story in a layout with a simple flow that has you
learning about the family as you read all the facts and stories. Great job Kathryn, definitely a welcome addition to the
WCGS collection.
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What’s in a Name? A Personal Story
By Chris Brookes

Did you know that about 500 years ago, back
in the time of Shakespeare and Queen Elizabeth the First, there were only about 40
names for people to choose from when a
child was born? Names of kings and queens –
like William and Edward and Henry, and of
course, Elizabeth. Or Biblical names like John
or Anne or Mary. Forty names for boys and
forty names for girls.
If we fast forward a few hundred years and
turn to some personal research, I’ve found
that 4 or 5 generations ago, the men, at least
the Irish and Scottish men of my families,
named their sons after the childs’ grandfathers. So in the genealogy of my family, there
are Michaels and James's in every other generation. The women back then, it seems – after extensive trudging through old cemeteries
– kept their maiden names, such as Kate Hartigan, listed on the tombstone as wife of Michael McCabe.
Moving up through the generations to the
time of my mother Shirlee (who was not interested in genealogy at all) who was apparently named after Shirley Temple! Did you
know that Shirley was originally a man’s
name? Common in England. It wasn’t until

Charlotte Bronte wrote a novel with a female
character named Shirley that it began to be
popular as a woman’s name – and then, of
course in the USA, we did have Shirley Temple. Another friend of mine from that generation was Alice, named after the one in Wonderland. And there’s Wendy – a name invented by JM Barrie for a character in Peter
Pan. This is a generation that speaks very little of the past, sometimes not even knowing
their own grandparents’ names or origins –
just when my generation is wanting to know.
Speaking of my generation and our great interest in genealogy, I was told that I was not
named after anyone in the family. Even
though my Aunt Maude offered my Dad a
bribe to name me Pamela, he named me
Christine because it fit well with Jacobson.
We were Danish, or so I remember being
told. Later people told me the Jacobson – s-on was not Danish. Danish would be s-e-n. I
must be Swedish or Norwegian. Well, I let
that go until, long after my parents were gone
and I had no one to ask, I found a picture of a
nice looking gentleman – typically oldfashioned – which was inscribed on the back

(Continued on page 5)
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What’s in a Name? A Personal Story
By Chris Brookes
(continued from page 4)

in my father’s unique cramped handwriting –
Christian Jacobson, Norwegian! Wow – who
knew – I AM Norwegian!

Shakespeare’s Juliet may have said, “What’s
in a name? A rose by any other name would
smell as sweet.”Maybe, but for me it’s nice to
know that there is a Chris Jacobson in my
past, a Kate McCabe standing behind my
daughter Katy, and a John David ancestor for
my JD. A link that connects us through the
generations.

That was enough of a shock, but then I
thought – Christian…did they call him Chris?
Chris Jacobson? Maybe subconsciously I was
named after someone…my greatgrandfather!
So now I’ve had my children and not named
them after anyone in the family. I have Katy,
who is not Catherine or Kathleen, and JonDavid who goes by initials JD. When I brought
him home from the hospital and introduced
him to my mother, she said, “Oh, John David
Patrick was my favorite cousin in Michigan.”
Again, who knew – I had named him after
someone in the family after all.
My latest genealogical travels have taken me
to Ironwood Michigan – home of the McCabes and the Patricks. I met the son of John
David Patrick and told him about my JD. He
told me about his Aunt Kate, my greatgrandmother Kate McCabe. So here we go
again.

Walworth County Genealogical Society
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Find out about your name – what it means –
(Christine = a Christian) - the origin or reason
it was chosen for you, and if there is anyone
in the family you were named after. Your
name might be the door to an adventure.
Christine – a Christian
Jon – (a variant of John commonly used in
Scandinavia) Yahweh is gracious
David – Beloved
Katy – (diminutive of Kate) Pure
Ann – Favor or Grace
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M & M Tips
In our November-December issue, we printed
an article by Sylvia Linton entitled One German Immigrant, One Ancestral Journey. I
was contacted by the Marathon County Genealogical Society who wanted to reprint Sylvia’s article for their newsletter because her
ancestor was a prominent Wausau businessman. What a great honor for one of our members!
I have been trying to get my neighbor interested in her own genealogy but was having a
problem because she did not get along with
her father. Her mother died when she was
born. I think I finally reached her when I
pointed out that even though her mother died,
her mother had a family and that connection
is still there. Mike told her to skip over her
father and check our her grandparents. I have
to admit, we kind of ganged up on her and
told her to do it for her two children and their
future families. I think we may have gotten
her interested as long as we will help her.
A few months ago, I was talking with a former member of our Society. When I asked
why she was no longer a member, she remarked that she had satisfactorily researched
her family and there was nothing more she
could learn from our group. It made me very
sad that someone joins only for their own research. I thought our purpose was to bring
genealogy to others and to help others with
their family searching. I have as much fun
helping someone else find a family member
as when I find my own family members.

We recently purchased Legacy Family Tree
software because we didn’t care for the latest
version of Family Tree Maker. One of the
things I really like about it is that when you
click to do the internet search, you get a drop
down box with choices as to the particular
program you wish to search with like Ancestry, or Family Search, or Google, etc. The list
shows quite a few different programs - both
the ones that are free and the ones that are pay
programs. The other thing I like about the
Legacy screen is that it displays the cause of
death on the family display:

Have you read any modern obituaries? Some
don’t even give the parent’s names or places.
Future research is going to be a nightmare!

There is a website, http://fultonhistory.com/
my%20photo%20albums/all%20newspapers/
index.html, that has many old newspapers. If
your family comes from New York (like
Walworth County Genealogical Society

mine), you can find lots of newspaper articles
mentioning your family. The website listed
with all the entries after the .com is the home
page. They have an Excel spreadsheet you
can download that shows you all the papers
they have in the database and the years covered. I have been able to find family articles
of my great-grandmother and greatgrandfather in New York as well as other family members. The site includes papers from
other states as well.
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AROUND THE COUNTY TIDBITS
by Shirley Sisk

Williams Bay – Mrs. Otis Dodge visited her sister,
Mrs. Joseph Lackey, a few days last week.---------Mr. Bensen has the foundation completed for his
new residence in the north part of town.---------Messrs. John Pierce and Jonas Heminger of
Fontana, shipped their goods to their new home
in Clark county.---------- The infant daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. P. O. Peterson whom we reported
seriously sick last week, died Saturday at 3 a.m.
The remains were laid to rest in East Delavan
cemetery Sunday afternoon.----------Rev. Cotton
has resigned his position as pastor at this place.
Mr. Cotton’s work has been highly satisfactory for
the past year and it should be regretted by every
person of our prosperous village that satisfactory
arrangements could not be made to have the
good work continued. (The Enterprise, Thursday,
October 4, 1900, Delavan, Wis.)
Richmond Rumblings – C. D. Earnest expects to
move to the Arnold farm in the near future.---------Miss Anna Heffron has gone to Whitewater to
learn the millinery trade.----------Homer Taylor of
Hubbell, Nebraska, spent Sunday at the home of
his brother, Ray W. Taylor.----------Where is the
new school yard fence that the board in District
No. 2 were going to have erected.----------John
and Mat Knilans, Winfield Delaney, Burt Lawrence, Jessie Harris, Arthur and Leon Stewart and
Miss Pearl Mitchell are attending Delavan high
school.----------Last Friday noon as Clarence
Knilans was riding a colt home from Mr. Gage’s
the colt became frightened and threw him to the
ground breaking his collar bone and otherwise
bruising him. He was assisted to the house and a
physician summoned, who patched him up and
though he suffers a great deal of pain, he is as
comfortable as can be expected. (The Enterprise,
Oct. 4, 1900, Delavan, Wis.)
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Darien – Mrs. Wolf and daughter of Nebraska,
who have been visiting relatives in Walworth and
Rock counties, started on her homeward trip Saturday. Mrs. Wolf is a daughter of Nelson Cole.---------F. Folts of Delavan, accompanied by his sister, Mrs. Dr. Barndt, was making calls in town last
Monday.----------Maude Teeple went to Chicago
last Thursday to look for a place to move to. she
found at Englewood more than she had anticipated, a large house nicely furnished almost for
caring for it. She and her mother expect to move
in about two weeks and then Charlie will have a
home with them.----------Amil Carlton went away
from home last Friday morning and has not returned yet. His wife and child went to her fathers
south of Sharon Monday. They were living on
Mrs. Hawvers farm. Chas. Babcock having rented
the farm took possession Oct. 1st. She had to vacate and give them possession of the house.---------The funeral of Fred Taylor, formerly of Chicago
was held in the Orange Carter house, last Thursday, at 2:30 p.m., Rev. Wilder of Delavan, officiating. He was 19 years, 6 months and 23 days old,
he leaves a mother and one brother to mourn his
death. After a struggle for two years to get well
he succumbed to that dreadful disease, tuberculosis. There were at the funeral from abroad John
Gunning, an uncle, of Friendship, Wis., Mr. Gunning and wife of Sharon and Mr. and Mrs. Varney
of Chicago. ( The Enterprise, Oct. 4, 1900, Delavan, Wis.)

Are your membership
dues paid for 2015? Don’t
forget! We don’t want to
lose you!
January - February 2015 Newsletter

Program recap
Our December meeting had the elections for the board, the pot luck dinner, and we played
Take-away Bingo. First we had the elections and Mike Hay and Chris Brookes were voted in
as Co-Presidents, Deb Ketchum and Martha Hay were voted in as Co-Treasurers, and the Directors stayed the same. Then we ate and the food was plentiful and delicious. Afterwards
we played Take-away Bingo.

Turnout for the meeting was pretty good and it seemed like everyone present had a good time.

Walworth County Genealogical Society
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News from nearby Societies
Burlington Genealogical Society: February 18, 7:00 pm - write your own obituary. Attendees are asked to bring a draft
of their obituary. March 18, 7:00 pm legal and alternate legal Documentation:
Finding Wills and Probate Records, Naturalization Records and Birth Records.

sent “Swedish Genealogy in a Computer
World” by Kathy Meade. Their meetings
are held at The Pointe, located at 5650
NW Hwy in Crystal Lake (next to Target).

Stateline Genealogy Club at Beloit
Public Library February 13, 2015 will
present “Find Your German Ancestral
British Interest Group of Wisconsin
and Illinois (BIGWILL) March 21 - Dr. Hometown, Planning for a Heritage Trip”
David Higgs speaks on Using DNA test- webinar by Kathy Wurth and March 13,
ing for genealogical purposes. Dr. Higgs 2015 will present “Beloit Historical Sociis a geneticist who will bring the subject ety Resources” by Judy Nichols. Tour afof DNA to us with plenty of pictures and ter at BHS 845 Hackett St., Beloit, WI.
visuals for clear understanding by our
They meet at the Beloit Public Library
members. BIGWILL meets in Richmond, from 10:00 am until 12:00 pm.
Illinois in The Community Church, 5714
Broadway St. (two blocks west of U.S.
Wausau Family History Center:
Route 12)
Annual Wausau Family History Conference .Saturday, May 2, 2015. If you’re
McHenry County Genealogical Society interested, mark your calendar! Look for
will present “Victorian Mourning Custhe agenda and registration form in early
toms” by Debra Dudek on Thursday, Feb- 2015.
ruary 12, 2015 at 7:00 pm. On Thursday,
March 12, 2015 at 7:00 pm they will pre-

Volunteer
Merriam-Webster dictionary defines “volunteer” as a person who does work without getting paid to
do it . Many of us don’t like to volunteer because we fear that it will require more work than we
have time to do or that someone will criticize our efforts. When that happens, the same people are
always having to do the work and what happens then? The people who have performed become
jaded and no longer wish to be part of the group. In essence, they become “burned out”. If everyone
steps up and takes a part, however small, no one need get “burned out”.
We currently need a “greeter” to sit near the door and welcome guests and members to meetings.
There is no reason why the chore cannot be shared so no one feels obligated to attend every meeting
if something comes up in their life. It’s the easiest way to get to know all the members and guests
who may consider joining our group would feel more welcome. We’ve been trying to be available
to welcome everyone, but sometimes we have other chores that must be done. We are asking for
help. Please consider stepping up.

Walworth County Genealogical Society

9

January - February 2015 Newsletter

Below is a survey to help the society be more responsive to our members and to assist us in gaining new
members. Please fill it out and bring it to the next meeting or send it to WCGS, P.O. Box 159, Delavan, WI,
53115-0159, and make it attention to: WCGS Newsletter Editor or email it to wcgsnewsletter@gmail.com.
You, the members of WCGS, know what programs you would like to see. Without your input, we can only
guess what you are interested in. Please help us make good decisions.

Survey
1. Are there any past programs we have presented that you would like to have us repeat? If the answer is
“yes” which programs and why?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
2. Would you be interested in a group research trip to the Newberry Library in Chicago or the Historical So
ciety in Madison?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
3. What topics would you like to see as a program?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
4. What project or projects would you like to see the Society focus on?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
5. What suggestions do you have to help increase our membership?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
6. Would you be willing to take part in workshops presented by the Society?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

I’m desperately looking for more members to fill out the “Are You Related to Me?” form. If you need a
form, email me at wcgsnewsletter@gmail.com and I will be glad to send it to you.
Walworth County Genealogical Society

10

January - February 2015 Newsletter

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE BY WCGS
Walworth Co. Probate Record Index - 1848-1939
$35.00
CD in pdf and searchable
$25.00 plus $1.00 s/h
1857 Walworth Co. Atlas - township maps and index
$16.00
1873 Walworth Co. Atlas - maps & Index (soft cover reprint)
$20.00
Walworth Co. - Directory of Prairie Farmers & Breeders (soft cover reprint)
$30.00
1882 Walworth County Index to History Book
$30.00
1912 Walworth County Index to History Book
$29.00
Area Research Center UW-Whitewater Resource Guide
$12.00
Declaration & Naturalization Papers
Vol I $18.00
Vol 2 & 3 (combined)
$15.00
Walworth County Pre-1907 Death Index
$22.00
BLOOMFIELD- Hillside Cemetery- Genoa City
$23.00
DARIEN - Darien Cemetery
$22.00
DELAVAN - Delavan Area Cemeteries (Spring Grove, Old Settlers, St. Andrews, Arboretum and some church burials reprint) $14.00
East Delavan Union Cemetery
$25.00
History of Delavan School 1982 - index only
$18.00
EAST TROY - Oak Ridge Cemetery
$18.00
St. Peter’s Catholic Cemetery
$25.00
GENEVA - Lake Geneva Area Obituaries (updated through June 30, 2010)
$25.00
Pioneer Cemetery
$15.00
Union Cemetery– plus some Geneva/Lyons Townships
$20.00
LAFAYETTE - White Oak Cemetery
$ 7.50
Hartwell-Westville-Sugar Creek Lutheran Cemeteries (DVD tombstone pics included)
$12.00
LAGRANGE -LaGrange Pioneers (reprint of 3600 names, full index)
$27.00
LaGrange Township Cemeteries
$10.00
LYONS - Hudson/Lyons (Old Quaker) / Wija Farm Cemeteries (DVD tombstone pics included)
$12.00
St. Joseph & St. Killian Catholic Cemeteries (DVD tombstone pics included)
$12.00
RICHMOND - Richmond & East Richmond Cemeteries
$10.00
SHARON - Oakwood
$15.00
SPRING PRAIRIE - Hickory Grove
$25.00
German Settlement / Mount Hope / Diener Cemeteries (DVD tombstone pics included)
$12.00
SUGAR CREEK - Millard Cemetery
$15.00
Hazel Ridge Cemetery
$20.00
Mount Pleasant Cemetery (DVD tombstone pics included)
$15.00
Mount Olivet Catholic Cemetery (DVD tombstone pics included)
$15.00
TROY - Little Prairie
$15.00
WALWORTH - Walworth Center (Walworth Village listings)
$20.00
Brick Church Revised 2007
$20.00
Cobblestone, WI/Bigfoot, IL (two different cemeteries in one book)
$18.00
WHITEWATER - St. Patrick's Calvary
$15.00
Hillside Cemetery
$25.00
Unknown Burials
$18.00
Index to the Annals of Whitewater
$12.00
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Shipping and handling as follows: $5.50 per book
To order these publications, circle the selection(s), make check payable to WCGS and mail to:
WCGS, PO Box 159, Delavan, WI 53115.
Membership (Jan 1st- Dec 31st) is $15 individual ($50 lifetime), $18.00 family ($100 lifetime), $7.50 student

NAME_____________________________ email ______________________________
ADDRESS__________________________ CITY____________________ ZIP______
PHONE _________________ SURNAMES __________________________________
I do ___ or do not___ give my permission to have my information printed in any WCGS media.
DSTK 1/14
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WALWORTH COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OFFICERS
CO-PRESIDENTS

Michael Hay
Chris Brookes

455 Fellows Road
721 S. Curtis St. #139

Genoa City, WI
wcgspres@gmail.com
Lake Geneva, WI

VICE-PRESIDENT

Pat Blackmer

2148 Horseshoe Lane

Delavan, WI

wcgsvpres@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Barbara Hale

Elkhorn, WI

jawadusti@yahoo.com

CO-TREASURERS

Deb Ketchum
Martha Hay

Elkhorn, WI
Genoa City, WI

debgenvol@gmail.com
m.k.hay.mh@gmail.com

N6444 U.S. 12/67
455 Fellows Road

DIRECTOR(S)

Chris Brookes
Karen Weston
Ila McErlean
Martha Hay
OTHERS: Newsletter Editor: Martha Hay wcgsnewsletter@gmail.com
Past-President & Librarian: Deb Ketchum
Historian: Pat Blackmer

Lake Geneva, WI
Whitewater, WI
East Troy, WI
Genoa City, WI

Regular meetings of the WCGS are the first Tuesday of each month at the
Delavan Community Centre, 826 E. Geneva St., Delavan, WI.
Library Hours: Matheson Memorial Library, 101 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn, WI- Every Tues. 10-3pm
other times by appt - call 262-215-0118
The membership year runs from Jan. 1st thru Dec. 31st. The newsletter is published bi-monthly.
****Dues are $15 ($100 Lifetime) for an individual, $18.00 ($200 Lifetime) for a family, $25 contributing, $7.50 student.
$5.00 additional per year to receive the newsletter through the mail.
MEMBERS: Want email meeting minutes or not?? Contact Barb - jawadusti@yahoo.com

Visit the Walworth County website and uncover your roots! http://www.walworthcgs.com
Email us at: societynews@walworthcgs.com

WALWORTH COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 159
DELAVAN, WI 53115-0159

